Hanalei-Wainiha-Ha‘ena Community Association
Post Office Box 1072
Hanalei, Hawaii 96714

November 23, 2025

Kaua'i County Council
4396 Rice Street
Lihue, HI 96766

Re: Support for Resolution 2025-42 (Transfer of Ha‘'ena Beach Park to State of Hawai'i)

Aloha Councilmembers,

The Board of Directors of the Hanalei-Wainiha-Ha‘ena Community Association (HWHCA) strongly
supports the proposed transfer of Ha‘ena Beach Park from the County of Kaua'i to the State of
Hawai'i for the purpose of enabling local community management of the park and the state
beaches in the immediate vicinity of the park.

We do this with the understanding that the rules for management of the park and nearby state
beaches will be developed through an inclusive and comprehensive community planning process
that will take into consideration not only park management, but also the “spillover” impacts on
neighborhoods, beaches and parks in Ha‘ena, Wainiha, Lumaha’i and Hanalei, and will address,
among other things:

» Access, including establishing capacity limits to alleviate the current over-uses of the park and
nearby state beaches

 Parking and shuttle transportation
« Fishing, camping and “traditional and customary” uses of the park and nearby state beaches

» Appropriate county and state resident priority for access/parking/other uses, including
Residential Parking Zones (RPZs) for impacted neighborhoods and roads

« Ongoing, transparent management of the resources by local community organizations, with
appropriate input from, and collaboration with, a community advisory board.

The HWHCA is enthusiastic about the opportunity this transfer will create to address the negative
impacts of overtourism at the park and nearby state beaches and to restore access to local residents
who have been crowded out from those resources by such overtourism. We look forward to
participating in the planning process and community advisory board, and are grateful to the County
administration, Kaua‘i County Council, Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources Division of
State parks, Hui Maka‘ainana o Makana and Hanalei Initiative for their roles and support in making

%)

J y Wichmar, on behalf of the Board of Directors
Hanalei-Wainiha- Ha‘ena Community Association

cc: Derek Kawakami, Mayor, County of Kaua'i
Pat Porter, Kaua'‘i Department of Parks & Recreation
Nadine K. Nakamura, Speaker - Hawai‘i State House of Representatives
Dawn Chang, Hawai‘i Department of Land & Natural Resources
Alan Carpenter, Hawai‘i State Parks
Pua Chin, Hui Maka‘ainana o Makana
Joel Guy, Hanalei Initiative



